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Skyline’s Vice President for Student Services to become 
President of Coastline Community College 
Dr. Lori Adrian, Skyline’s Vice President for Student Services, has just been selected for the position of President 
of Coastline Community College, effective July 1.  Here is the Coast District’s press release: 

 
Coast District Trustees Select Adrian as President for Coastline Community College  
The Board of Trustees voted unanimously today to appoint Loretta (Lori) Adrian, Ph.D. as President of 

Coastline Community College.   
 

Adrian will begin as President on July 1, 2010.  Dr. Adrian has 
more than 20 years of experience in the California community 
college system and has extensive experience working in large 
multi-college districts such as San Mateo County and San Diego.  
She has been a strong advocate for students locally and 
statewide.   
―Dr. Adrian’s extensive experience started in student services but 
expands to all other areas of the college,‖ said Board President 
Jerry Patterson.  ―Coastline Community College has an 
international reputation for quality programs and innovative 
thinking.  The Board is impressed with Dr. Adrian’s record of 
supporting student success, which is a valued trademark at 
Coastline,‖ Patterson continued.   

―I am honored to have been selected as the president of Coastline Community College—a college 
that is deeply grounded in a culture of innovation and collaborative leadership,‖ Adrian stated.  ―I 
look forward to meeting and working with Coastline’s community of faculty, staff, students, and 
administrators.  I am grateful to the Board of Trustees and Chancellor Ding-Jo Currie for this great 
opportunity.‖  
"Having served as President for Coastline for eight years, I am especially pleased to have Dr. 
Adrian continue the college’s long-standing traditions of putting students first and being innovative 
in process, course delivery and curriculum,‖ said Dr. Ding-Jo Currie, Chancellor.  ―Dr. Adrian 
possesses the characteristics of an excellent leader for a world class college like Coastline." 

 
Adrian earned a Ph.D. in Higher Education in 2004 from Claremont Graduate University.  Adrian also has 
a M.A. in Communication Theory from University of the Pacific.   
Adrian currently serves as the vice president of student services at Skyline College in San Mateo, Cal. As 
the chief student services officer, Adrian provides leadership for a comprehensive array of student support 
programs and services, including enrollment services, counseling and matriculation, financial aid, health 
services, Extended Opportunities Programs and Services (EOPS), Disabled Students Programs and 
Services (DSPS), student activities, retention programs, judicial affairs, and security.  She has actively 
participated in the development of Skyline College’s educational and facilities master plan and is currently 
providing leadership for Skyline College to participate in a national project called the Foundations of 
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Excellence in the First Year Experience.  Adrian has also worked as a dean of student affairs and 
development at San Diego Mesa College.   
The Coast Community College District is headquartered in Costa Mesa and is the ninth largest district in 
the country.  The District’s three colleges - Coastline Community College in Fountain Valley, Golden West 
College in Huntington Beach and Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa - serve over 60,000 students each 
year providing traditional degree and transfer opportunities, career and technical training, basic skills, 
English as a Second Language and other community programs. 

 

SKYLINE SHINES 
 
Student Recognition and Awards ceremony glorious, as always! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skyline’s annual celebration of student achievement and awarding of scholarships is one of the happiest events of 
the year.  The college is always moved on behalf of the students, and moved by the generosity of the many donors 
who make the scholarships possible.  The list of scholarships grows every year and is, happily, far too long to 
include here, but $128,000 was granted to students this year.  Skyline is grateful to the donors from inside the 
college, from the district foundation and from the community.  The whole array of donors and scholarships is 
posted on Skyline’s website: http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/finaid/scholarship.html.  The college is deeply 
appreciative of the dedication and hard work of the many Skyline people responsible for the awarding of the 
scholarships and the celebration of them on May 13:  
 

Scholarship Committee:  Maria D. Escobar (Chair), Crystal Shetaya (Co-Chair), Jeff Acidera, Daisy 
Araica, Rakefet Avramovitz, Rosemary Bell, Kevin Corsiglia, Kathleen Feinblum and Paul Spakowski. 
Students Recognition & Awards Committee:  Amory Cariadus (Chair), Loretta P. Adrian, Golda 
Gacutan, Sherri Hancock, Caroline Ocampo, Crystal Shetaya, and Jocelyn Vila. 
Other key contributors:  Alan Ceccarelli, Associated Students of Skyline College, Facilities Department, 
Financial Aid Office, Student Activities Office, Pacific Dining, the Pepsi Corporation, and the many 
volunteer ushers, students and college staff members. 

 
Thanks to Caroline Ocampo and Leo Rosales for the photos. 

 

http://www.skylinecollege.edu/general/finaid/scholarship.html
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End of the Year Celebration honors faculty, classified staff and administration 

Skyline’s annual end of the year event was fun and joyous, as always.  It included recognition of retirees, and 
special awards to faculty and classified staff.  Here is what Ray Hernandez, Academic Senate President, had to 
say about the faculty recognitions in a message to all faculty: 
 

This is always a bittersweet leap as we will dearly miss each of our colleagues but at the same time are 
excited as they open the next chapter in their lives.  Please extend your appreciation and well wishes to 
them: Elizabeth Burns, Judith Heldberg, Margery Meadows (Dean and Faculty member), Omer 
Thompson, Linda Van Sciver, and Linda Vogel. 
 
At our last meeting, the Academic Senate nominated faculty colleagues for Special Recognition Awards. 
 Final awardees were selected for their contributions which go above and beyond what is expected and 
positively impact members of our community and across the district.  The following were recipients of 
these special awards: Steve Aurilio, Jacqueline Escobar, Nathaniel Nevado, Christine Roumbanis, and 
Karen Wong.  Congratulations to all the awardees for their outstanding contributions. 
 
The Meyer Award was established by Phil Meyer, a long time Math instructor.  He wanted to establish this 
award to support newly hired tenure track faculty and recognize their efforts in excellence of teaching and 
learning.  The following were nominated by Skyline colleagues:  Kathryn Browne, Kevin Corsiglia, Leigh 
Anne Sippel, Michael Moynihan, Melissa Komadina, Nate Nevado, and Tiffany Schmierer.  This year’s 
recipient is Kathryn Browne.  Along with the award she received a scholarship of approximately 
$2,200.00.  Please extend congratulations to all the nominees and the recipient. 

 
The Classified Council recognized these retirees: Bill Bruening, Pablo Gonzalez, Linda Kisich and Virginia Gianoli.  
Special recognition awards were given to Nancy Lam and Kathy Fitzpatrick for their contributions to Skyline 
College.  Two departing administrators were honored:  Margery Meadows, who is retiring, and Lori Adrian, who is 
leaving to assume the presidency of Coastline Community College.   
 
The event was made possible through the efforts of Mike Williamson, Sue Lorenzo, Kathy Fitzpatrick, Pat Carter, 
Pat Tyler, Theresa Tentes, Media Services, and Facilities staff.  Thanks to Caroline Ocampo for the photographs. 
 

Skyline College places second in state wide Math Challenge  
A team of MESA students from Skyline College came in second overall against 19 MESA teams from other 
community colleges in the program’s first annual Math Challenge.  Mathematics, Engineering, Science 
Achievement (MESA) conducted the 60-minute multiple choice test that included problems from algebra, 
trigonometry, pre-calculus and analytical geometry. More than 180 MESA students in teams of five or more 
participated from 19 MESA community college campuses. The test is modeled after the American Mathematical 
Association of Two-Year College’s Student Math League test.  ―The Math Challenge allows students to gain 
recognition for their problem solving skills and helps alleviate the stress that often comes with test preparation,‖ 
said Tiffany Reardon, who oversees the MESA Community College Program. ―It gives them tips and the 
confidence to perform at their best in future exams.‖  The Skyline MESA center will receive a plaque for the 
achievement. The goal is to expand the contest to more MESA community college centers each year and build a 
healthy level of competition between campuses to maintain or gain the title. 
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MESA is an award-winning academic enrichment program that provides educationally disadvantaged students with 
the tools to earn bachelor’s degrees in math-based fields. With tutoring and mentoring, extra study sessions, 
transfer counseling and study centers, MESA provides an environment that allows students to succeed in math 
and science and navigate the transfer system more easily. Currently MESA has programs in 33 of California’s 110 
community colleges and serves less than one half a percent of the one million full time community college students 
in the state. But MESA students account for 10 percent of all Latino Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) transfers, 13 percent of all African American STEM transfers and 20 percent of all Native American STEM 
transfers in California. 
 

Classified Service Awards Luncheon combines music and celebration 
At the May 14 Classified Service Awards Luncheon, Skyline College classified staff shared the joy of honoring 
colleagues who have reached key milestones in their careers in the district: 

 10 years: Linda Allen, Donna Elliott, Lori Fisher, Ira Lau, Amory Cariadus, Barbara Lamson, Mayra 
Espinosa De Banegas, Cinthia Saenz and Evelyn Smith 

 20 years:  Pablo Gonzalez and David Hall 

 25 years:  Pat Carter, Barbara Daley and Tony Gulli 

 30 years:  Perry Dair, Silvia Martinez and Jo Silken 
Each was recognized by their supervisors and colleagues, who talked about their career at the college:  Rick 
Wallace, Sherri Hancock, Margery Meadows, Connie Beringer, Lori Adrian, Eloisa Briones, Richard Soyombo, 
Mike Williamson, Tom Hewitt, Richard Inokuchi, Rick Escalambre and Joe Morello.  
 
The group also enjoyed the outstanding singing of three of Jude Navari’s voice students:  John Mansfield, Emily 
Hoover, and Hanna Pabonan. 

President Morrow took 
the opportunity to thank 
all of Skyline’s 
classified staff for their 
vital and excellent work 
during this past year in 
which we have seen a 
number of particular 
challenges.  The 
college has seen the 
highest enrollment ever 
in its history, with over 
10,000 students; the 
campus has been 
undergoing renovation 
(extremely welcome but 
very disruptive); the 
college has wrestled 
with tough budget 

challenges which have had a number of effects on classified staff and more.  The consistent spirit of ―Students 
First!‖ shines through in the work of classified staff every day, and the college is grateful for it!   
 
Thanks to these people who made the event possible:  Kamla Bucceri, Giao Van Bui, Manny Granillo, Seini 
Mateialona, Caroline Ocampo, Rakefet Avramovitz, Theresa Tentes, Golda Gacutan, Vivian Paw, Pacific Dining, 
and Linda Bertellotti.  Thanks to Caroline Ocampo for the photos. 
 

Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor Society named a “5 Star Chapter” 
President Morrow received a letter from the national offices of Phi Theta Kappa informing her that Skyline’s 
chapter of PTK, Beta Theta Omicron, received special commendation from the organization for fulfilling all of the 
requirements to be named a ―5 Star Chapter.‖  The letter describes the award: 

The Five Star Chapter Development Plan serves as a blueprint for developing a strong chapter, improves 
student engagement on your campus, and recognizes progress in the attainment of goals set by the 
chapter.  Using the Five Star Plan as a guide, chapters enhance their strategies to recognize eligible 
students, provide significant personal and professional development opportunities for members through 
Honors in Action, and build a working relationship with the college administration by becoming active on 
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campus and in the community.  As chapters reach these milestones they progress through each level of 
the Five Star Plan, ultimately reaching the pinnacle Five Star Level. 
 

The chapter was also recognized at the Honor Society’s recent Annual Convention and will be cited on the Society 
website at www.ptk.org.  Congratulations to PTK Advisors Christine Case, Don Biederman, Paul Spakowski and 
Jeff Westfall for their work with Skyline’s students and the chapter’s achievement of this goal.   
 

Skyline hosts Relay for Life 
Skyline College hosted the first San Bruno Relay for Life on May 15-16. The Relay is a unique event to celebrate 
cancer survivorship, remember loved ones, and fight back against cancer. Skyline students volunteered to plan 
this event for the students, staff, and community. The event was sponsored by Beta Theta Omicron, Cresco, 
Norvartis, DC16, ClearChannel, 
San Bruno Dental Center, and the 
American Cancer Society. Local 
businesses contributed food to 
sustain walkers during the 24-hour 
event. The Relay started at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday with the pledge of 
allegiance led by Cub Scout Pack 
#290, the National Anthem sung by 
Wolf Pack, and cheers by the the 
Trojanettes. This was followed by 
welcomes from student chairs, 
Kelnia Moloney and Matt Garza, 
Skyline Dean Morello, and San 
Bruno Mayor Jim Ruane. Mayor 
Ruane presented a plaque from the 
San Bruno City Council to Skyline 
stating that ―Skyline College takes 
pride in serving the community 
through providing their resources 
for the benefit of the local citizens. 
…proclaim May 15-16 as Relay for 
Life days.‖ 
             
Following the first lap by cancer 
survivors, 111 participants on 18 
teams walked around the track until 
10 a.m. Sunday morning. The Relay raised $6000 to fight cancer.  The all-student planning committee did a 
remarkable job of planning and executing this community event. The planning committee members are: Kelnia 
Moloney, Matt Garza, Sarah Figueroa, Lauren Wulfken, Derrick Hau, Maria Climaco, Patty Lapizar, Joe Zapantis, 
Jack Torres, Samantha Leung, Hong Hoang, and Raymond Parent-Kurttila.  As darkness fell on the track, the 
night was brightened by the glow of illuminated bags called luminaria, each bearing the name of someone who has 
battled cancer. Some celebrated cancer survivors, while others remembered those gone too soon.  All represented 
someone special who has been profoundly affected by cancer and the family and friends who continue to fight 
back in their honor.  Some of the luminaria were painted by Skyline art students.  Thanks to Christine Case for the 
photos. 
 

SKYLINE SHINES IN ATHLETICS 
 
Skyline Students enjoy success at State Badminton Championships 
At the California Community College Athletic Association (CCCAA) State Badminton Championships on May 14-
15, Skyline students Nour Abudamous and Rachell Berania performed with a high level of distinction.  Joe Morello 
provided this recap: 

Abudamous, the 5
th
 seeded player in singles from Northern California, advanced to the quarter finals winning 

two matches on Friday the 14
th
 including an upset of the 2

nd
 ranked player in Southern California, Jewy 

Liang, from Pasadena City College. Nour played a spirited quarterfinal match against Crisselda Viluan of 

http://www.ptk.org/
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San Diego City College before being eliminated. Based on her performance Nour Abudamous finished the 
season as one of the top 8 singles players in all California. In doubles, Nour and her partner Rachell Berania 
won the consolation championship. After dropping their first match, the Abudamous – Berania team did not 
drop another set and swept by the remaining competitors to capture the title. Congratulations to Nour and 
Rachell on their strong showing and to Coach Jan Fosberg. 
 

Trojans Baseball Team represents Skyline in State Playoffs 
On Friday, May 7

th
 through Saturday, May 8

th
, the Skyline Baseball team played a hotly contested three-game 

series against the Chabot College Gladiators falling 2 games to 1. In the opener on May 7
th
, Skyline scored 7 runs 

in the last three innings to beat Chabot by a score of 11-7. The Trojans were paced by all-conference pitcher, Ben 
Ruder, who yielded just 1 run in 5 innings of work and all-conference outfielder, Lucas Hagberg, who homered and 
drove in 5 runs. On Saturday, May 8

th
, Skyline jumped out to an early 3 run lead with the help of home runs by Will 

Klein and Cody Larson and was ahead 4-2 going into the 9
th
 inning. The Gladiators, aided by some questionable 

calls by the home plate umpire, pushed 3 runs across in the 9
th
 to prevail by a score of 5-4.  In the nightcap, 

Skyline tied the game at 2-2 in the 5
th
 inning but were unable to contain Chabot who pushed across 4 more runs to 

defeat the Trojans 6-2. Skyline finished the season 23-16. Congratulations to Coach Dino Nomicos and the team 
on a great season.  Thanks to Joe Morello for this colorful recap! 

 

Skyline student wins Honorable Mention in Scholar-
Athlete competition 
Midori Sera, a freshman mid-fielder on the Skyline Women’s Soccer team, 
was selected Honorable Mention in the 2010 NATYCAA (National 
Association of Two Year College Athletic Administrators) Scholar-Athlete 
competition. The NATYCAA Scholar-Athlete Award was first presented in 
1992 and is sponsored by Summit America Insurance Services.  It is given 
to the male and female student-athlete who best demonstrates outstanding 
accomplishment and leadership in academics, athletics and citizenship.  
Academically, Midori has completed 55 semester units at Skyline College 
with a perfect 4.0 grade point average. Her academic load has been 
demanding including honors courses in Calculus and Spanish. Her plan is 
to complete her studies at Skyline next year and transfer to the University 
of California, Berkeley with a goal of being admitted into the Haas School 
of Business. Athletically, Midori was a standout on Skyline’s Women’s 
Soccer team. She was a first team all-conference midfielder who was 
second on the team in goals scored and first in assists. Her 
accomplishments were even more significant given the excellent season 

that Skyline enjoyed. The team recorded the most wins in a single season in their history (17), won their 
conference championship (Coast), was rated fifth in the state of California in power ranking and finished the 
season rated thirteenth in the NSCAA (National Soccer Coaches Association of America) Division III Junior 
College Women’s Soccer poll. As a player and leader, Midori was integral to the success of the team this past 
season.  The photo is by Coach Kevin Corsiglia. 

 

PROGRAMS 
 

Academic Senate election results announced 
Skyline’s Academic Senate President, Ray Hernandez, has announced the results of the recent election for next 
year’s officers: 

President:   Fermin Irigoyen 
Vice President:  Open 
Secretary:   Leigh Anne Sippel 
Treasurer:   Nohel Corral 
Committee Chairs 
Curriculum:   Christine Roumbanis and Nick Kapp 
Educational Policy:    Jacquie Escobar 
Professional Personnel:  Arthur Takayama 
Research:    Michael Moynihan 
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Take a look at Skyline’s new Veteran’s Center! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skyline College’s veteran students have doubled this year, compared to last year.  For the Fall 2009/Spring 2010, 
94 veteran students were enrolled at Skyline, as opposed to 48 last year.  This summer, 70 veteran students have 
enrolled to date, compared to 38 last year.  Many of the veteran students from City College of San Francisco are 
finding their way to Skyline College this summer in order to continue their eligibility for veteran benefits.  Skyline’s 
veteran student population is expected to increase further in the coming years.  Veteran students face many 
barriers and challenges as they transition back to civilian life and return to school. Thanks to the leadership of two 
veteran students, Jeremiah Fuimaono and Frank Cunha, a Veterans’ Club has been established and is providing a 
safety net for veteran students at Skyline. They are supported by counselors, staff, and administrators.  Silvia 
Martinez serves as the Veterans’ Program liaison and Veterans’ Club Advisor; Professor Eric Larson, Professor 
Don Biederman and a team of counseling faculty assist with Student Educational Plans.  Other people involved in 
this new service are Professor Linda Van Sciver and the DSPS Office; Regina Morrison and the Financial Aid 
Office staff; and fellow veterans on campus and at the District, including Richard Inokuchi, Facilities Manager and 
Jose Nunez, Vice Chancellor for Facilities, Operations, and Planning.  With the support of the Facilities and 
Planning Department, a modest Veterans’ Resource Center (VRC) was recently established on the second floor of 
Building 2. Donated and surplus materials and furniture made the Veterans Resource Center possible. The VRC 
will provide a space for Skyline’s veteran students to study and network, as well as for faculty and staff to provide 
needed academic and student services support. 

 
English Language Institute hosts successful Super Saturday 
On May 8

th
, nearly 60 second-language speakers from the community were able to come to Skyline College to 

apply, take placement tests, get an orientation, and make a counseling appointment.  Parents were able to leave 
their kids in the capable hands of Rayna Rodriguez and Kristina Brower at the Child Development Center, and this 
enabled the parents to spend the whole day completing the many activities.  Kenny Gonzalez led two orientations 
while Andy Davis and his staff conducted placement testing.  Minerva Velasquez assisted with G-numbers and 
application issues, 
Jocelyn Vila and May 
Zar were on hand for 
Financial Aid and 
EOPS questions, and 
ELI work study 
students Zena 
Tarasena and Claudia 
Paz assisted students 
with every step of the 
process.  Even Dave 
Jorgensen joined the 
fun as IT support, and 
the ELI also had help 
from students Wasan 
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Hasan, Tatyana Romodina, Larysa Jacome, Gigi Wafik Mohammed Aly, Lamea Abuelrous, Rasmieh Alhor, Majd 
Salama, Cassidy Tai, and Long Chung.  The day would not have been possible, however, without the tireless 
efforts of Caroline Ocampo and Adolfo Leiva, who got the message out on three radio stations in the area.  Thanks 
to all of these people, Skyline showed the community how it can truly shine, and the smiles on people’s faces said 
it all.  Skyline looks forward to welcoming these new students in Summer and Fall.  And thanks to Leigh Anne 
Sippel for the photos. 
 

Early Intervention Revisited” explores needs of young children 
A rousing success!  Skyline's Early Childhood Education Department, with the co-sponsoring support of Bright 
Horizons Child Care & Early Childhood Committee of AFT, held a half-day Conference entitled "Early Intervention 
Revisited" on Saturday, 15 May.  150 participants heard CCPPP Grant representative Paul Chesler and Keynote 
Speaker Dr. Marci Hanson, Chair/Special Education Graduate program at SFSU open the morning session, with 
breakout workshops about topics such as dealing with challenging behavior, working with parents, understanding 
the referral process, and fully including young children with special needs into ECE programs. Participants earned 
professional growth hours, enjoyed meals donated by Starbucks and AFT, and were given complimentary early 
learning kits by San Mateo First Five Commission.  Special thanks to adjunct faculty and CCPPP grant coordinator 
Elaine Francisco, the students of ECE 261: Early Intervention Practices, and ECE Program Services adviser Cece 
Rebele for their tireless efforts in putting on this great conference!  And thanks to Kate Browne for the photos. 

 

 

Skyline’s Wii-hab program pushes the envelope 
Physical Education Professor Chip Chandler and Biology Professor Shari Bookstaff conducted a pilot study this 
semester to examine the effects of training with a Wii Fit video game system on people suffering from brain 
injuries. Ten people with some sort of brain injury participated in the study. Five of them trained on the Wii Fit twice 
a week (test group), and all ten were tested on balance weekly (test and control subjects). Students from the 
honors biology colloquium or students working on a special project in biology collected the data, conducted the 
training, and analyzed the results.  The results were presented on May 14 and May 21 during Biology 675.  This 

project was funded 
by a grant from the 
President’s 
Innovation Fund. 
This program will be 
continued next 
semester. Pictured 
are Wii-hab subject 
Johnny Lai and 
Biology 690 student 
Tina Ha.  Thanks to 
Antoinette Estigoy 
for the photos. 
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President’s Innovation Fund winners selected for 2010-11 
Skyline College has completed the annual cycle of proposals for the President’s Innovation Fund (PIF) grants.  
With the usual attempt to marry PIF funds with other sources of funding for particular projects, the college was able 
to at least partially fund all of the projects proposed.  The college is in the process of notifying the grantees of the 
specific amounts of their grants, but here is the list of projects: 

 Skyline Performing Arts Showcase 

 Hermanas Transitional Learning Community—Building an Educational Bridge into Higher Education for 
Young Latinas 

 Skyline Art Gallery Upgrade 

 Kababayan Dance Troupe—Enhancing Development 

 Women Succeed at Auto Tech—Women’s Recruitment and Retention 

 Building Capacity for Skyline’s President’s Breakfast. 
Thanks to all of the innovators who submitted proposals!  And thanks to the many members of the community and 
the college who contributed to the President’s Innovation Fund and made these projects possible for the 2010-11 
year. 

 
Ceramics students participate in California Conference 
for the Advancement of Ceramic Art 
Skyline Ceramics Students participated for the second time in the annual California Conference for the 
Advancement of Ceramic Art in Davis.  The three-day conference draws ceramics students from all over the region 
to put on a display of their colleges' artwork, and to attend over 50 exhibitions of colleges and universities from 
California and Oregon.  There were also many wonderful lectures by professional ceramics artists that included 
slide presentations and clay demonstrations.  Each school is provided a space in downtown Davis to transform into 
a gallery for the weekend.  Skyline's space was in a very large warehouse shared with sevem other colleges. The 
installation took 10 hours and included painting pedestals, hanging lights and even building walls. Pieces were 
selected for the show from all levels of Skyline ceramics classes, including functional pieces as well as sculptures.  
Many Skyline Students attended the conference, and received funding for the conference from Associated 

Students through 
their membership 
in the Ceramics 
Club.  Thanks to 
Tiffany Schmierer 
for these shots of 
the installation at 
the show and of 
students Erika 
Peterson and Zan 
Truman with their 
sculptures. 
 


